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Welcome to the 2025 SD Grassland Coalition Prescribed Fire Training at the SDSU Oak Lake Field Station Property.  Please read the entirety of this letter for all pertinent information related to the school.

Where to go:  SDSU Oak Lake Field Station is located in northern Brookings County, south of the town of Astoria and west of Hendricks, MN.   The physical address is:  19862 483rd Ave, Astoria, SD, 57213.  Access the site from the west entrance at the SDSU sign, then go north through the property.  Park in the designated parking area and walk north to the large brown building.  

YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR THESE SCHOOLS by contacting Jan Rounds:  Janice.rounds@sdstate.edu or 605-882-5140

See Agenda below

Lunch:  	Participants must bring their own lunch.  There are no local options for lunch, and we will be moving quickly from the classroom to the field exercises.  

Drinks:  	We will provide drinking water in classroom and for the field exercises.  All other beverages are on your own.  

Required clothing and gear:  
Students must bring:  
· Leather boots, heavy soles.  Basically a good work boot.  No neoprene, no plastic or canvas.  No tennis shoes or light hiking boots.
· Cotton-based pants.  Blue jeans / denim / all cotton khaki’s or similar.  No jeans with stretchy material.  (No polyester or nylon leggings.  No skinny jeans. )
· Cotton shirt / T-shirt / undershirt.  No fake materials.  
· We will provide all participants with a fire-resistant long-sleeved NOMEX shirt.  
· Eye protection:  bring your own sunglasses/safety glasses 
· Leather gloves.  Must be all leather.  No mechanics gloves or cloth gloves of any kind.  No cotton ‘chore’ gloves
· Personal care products.  sunscreen, bugspray, (wood ticks are common here).  
· Warm jacket. Gloves, stocking cap (weather dependent)
We will provide:
· Nomex (fire resistant) over-shirt, fire helmet, radio
· All gear borrowed must be returned.  

SAFETY:  We are the guests of the Oak Lake Field Station.   Please remember that we are conducting this school on SDSU property.  Treat the land accordingly.  Also, please take care to ensure your personal safety at all times and adhere to instructions on vehicle use and access points at the site.  You are participating in this training at your own risk.  




Multi-Agency Prescribed Fire Training Agenda
May 20, 2025:  Oak Lake Field Station, Astoria, SD  19862 483rd Ave, Astoria, SD, 57213.

8:00 am:	Registration
8:30:		Classroom session
	8:30	1_Introductions and Logistics
	8:45	2_NRCS Fire Tech Assist Programs 
	9:00 	3_South Dakota Fire Law
	9:15 	4_Prescribed Fire Weather 
	9:30	5_Burn Objectives 
	9:45	6_Fire Breaks and Fire Behavior 
	10:30	7_Interior Hazards 
	10:45	8_Fire Tools and Resources 
	11:00	9_Mid-Missouri River PBA intro/techniques/equipment/woody species objectives
	11:30	10_Fire Leadership/Crew Structure
	12:00 	11_Fire Unit Planning:  White Board / Mock Unit / Oak Lake Fire Units and Plans/Q&A
	12:30	Lunch	
	1:00	PPE and Communications/gear up
	1:30	Equipment Orientation 
	2:30	Skills Training, Live Fire demo, Live Fire training
	6:30	Adjourn 	

WEATHER:  If weather is not conducive to burning, we will proceed with training and demonstrations in the field showing appropriate techniques for firebreak installation, topography, accomplishing burn objectives, safety, water use, hand tools, etc. 


Lead Instructors (all may not be present)
Pete Bauman, Sean Kelly, Sandy Smart – SDSU
Joe Blastick – The Nature Conservancy
Jay Hermann, Emily Helms, Tom Nadgwick, Ryan Mar – SD NRCS
Josh Lefers, Cody Grewing – Audubon Great Plains
Owen McElroy, Brett Blank, Cole Driskill, Ryan Park, Dan Nelson– SDGFP
Rod Voss – Private Citizen
Associate Instructors (all may not be present)
Brad Christensen – Mid Missouri River Prescribed Burn Association	
Kendall Hettick – Pheasants Forever
	Shane Reis – SD NRCS
	Sheldon Fletcher – Lower Brule Sioux Tribe
Landowner Advisor
Bruce Staufer – Frosty Acres Farms
Jeff Zimprich – Pasque Hill at Beaver Creek/ SD Grassland Coalition
Mike McKernan – SD Grassland Coalition

Hosts
SDSU:  Dr. John Blanton, SDSU Agricultural Experiment Station
Oak Lake Staff: Charlie Fenster, Station Director
 Duane Olson, Station Manager

See all attachments for more details.
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Pete Bauman
Extension Field Specialist III-Natural Resources & Wildlife & Range
SDSU Extension - Natural Resource Management
Watertown Regional Extension Center  1910 W. Kemp Ave  Watertown, SD  57201
O: (605) 882-5140   C:  (605-880-6542
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