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Multi-Agency Prescribed Fire Training Agenda
May 20, 2025:  Oak Lake Field Station, Astoria, SD  19862 483rd Ave, Astoria, SD, 57213.

8:00 am:	Registration
8:30:		Classroom session
	8:30	1_Introductions and Logistics
	8:45	2_NRCS Fire Tech Assist Programs 
	9:00 	3_South Dakota Fire Law
	9:15 	4_Prescribed Fire Weather 
	9:30	5_Burn Objectives 
	9:45	6_Fire Breaks and Fire Behavior 
	10:30	7_Interior Hazards 
	10:45	8_Fire Tools and Resources 
	11:00	9_Mid-Missouri River PBA intro/techniques/equipment/woody species objectives
	11:30	10_Fire Leadership/Crew Structure
	12:00 	11_Fire Unit Planning:  White Board / Mock Unit / Oak Lake Fire Units and Plans/Q&A
	12:30	Lunch	
	1:00	PPE and Communications/gear up
	1:30	Equipment Orientation 
	2:30	Skills Training, Live Fire demo, Live Fire training
	6:30	Adjourn 	
	
Agenda Details:
1_Introductions and Logistics  
2_NRCS Fire Tech Assist programs 
Objectives (vegetation, grazing, monitoring)
CRP contracts (rules, Primary Nesting Season)
EQIP contracts 
Other USDA program lands
Planning, Staff Job Approval Authority, plan review
3_South Dakota Fire Law (Steve Harford, retired Fire Marshall)
Jurisdictions (municipalities, governments, VFDs)
Understanding burn bans
SDCL 34-35	
Negligence
Misdemeanor 
Rx Fire Plan as aa legal document
Pre planning
Communications
Site preparedness/firebreaks
Emergency contacts
Emergency response
4_Prescribed Fire Weather 
Understanding weather systems/patterns
Understanding weather forecast language
Looking ahead
Obtaining weather, websites, and spot forecast requests
Understanding weather graphs
Red flag and other warnings
Legalities, impacts, objectives, public perceptions
Grassland Fire Index
Weather monitoring tools/techniques
Understanding smoke impacts
Lift, mixing heights, wind shear, inversions
5_Burn Objectives 
Planning
Resource management needs / vegetation types
Timing, Intensity, Duration
Economics 
6_Fire Breaks and Fire Behavior 
Fire Language:  headfire, backfire, flank fire
Ignition Strategy:  ringfire, stripfire, interior ignition
Fire triangle
Heat:  Radiant, convective, conductive
Intensity, duration
Topography:  slope, aspect, position, ladder fuels, heat transfer
Wind and wind effects
Ground heating, dust devils, ember transfer, spotting
Firebreaks:  Hard, Soft, moderate, examples
Distance, width, type, objective for holding
Ignition and holding strategies	
Firebreak Installation
Tools and types
Width, fuels, buffering, etc.
Care of the land	
Day of burn considerations
Pinch points, soft soils
Escape routes, safety zones, line of sight
Firebreak change over time:
Spring greening
Fine dead fuel moisture
Ratio of dead to green
Weather influence on firebreaks and fuel loads
Ignition and control
Wetlining
Other techniques	
Safety considerations
7_Interior Hazards 
Topography: hills, holes, creeks, ridges, line of sight)
Structures (wood/debris, blinds, shacks, poles)
Vegetation management (piles, hollow trees, etc)
Wildlife
Safety
8_Fire Tools and Resources 
Personal Protective Equipment
Ignition tools
Weather tools
Communications
Water handling
Hand tools
Safety tools / Public awareness
Tools use 
9_Mid-Missouri River PBA intro
Techniques/Organization
Equipment
Woody species objectives
10_Fire Leadership and Crew Structure
Getting Started
Pre-planning through planning
Emerging leadership challenges
Managing teams
Taking Control/Ownership/Responsibility
11_ Fire Unit Planning -  White Board / Mock Unit/ Oak Lake Fire Units and Plans/Q&A
Fire planning components
Detailed walk through of fire plan
Options for ignition strategies with scenarios for:
Fuel types
Location
Resources
Contingency concerns
Smoke Concerns
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